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Key Takeaways

- FDA leadership turmoil is creating uncertainty across healthcare and biotech
- Controversial drug approval policies are fueling political and scientific conflict
- Public trust in medical institutions continues declining amid polarization

Overview

Medicine in 2026 is confronting a growing crisis involving institutional trust,
regulatory stability, and political interference. At the center stands the FDA,
whose leadership turmoil has triggered alarm across the pharmaceutical sector.

"This level of instability at the FDA is unprecedented in recent memory,"
said Scott Gottlieb.

Priority Voucher Controversy

The FDA’s proposed National Priority Voucher framework to accelerate rare disease
approvals has divided supporters and critics. Supporters say it helps patients;
critics warn it risks lowering scientific standards.

"We need flexibility for rare diseases," said Francis Collins.
"But flexibility cannot replace evidence."

AI in Medicine

AI systems are increasingly used in diagnostics, clinical trials, and drug
discovery, raising questions about oversight, bias, and accountability in
healthcare decision-making.

"The information environment itself has become a health risk," said Eric Topol.
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